
History: Programme of Study for Grove Infants 

Intent: 
The history curriculum will help pupils to gain an understanding of the past, inspiring a curiosity to find out more.  We shape our history curriculum to ensure it is fully inclusive to every child. Our aims are to fulfil the requirements 
of the National Curriculum for History; providing a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum that encompasses the British Values throughout; ensuring the progressive development of historical concepts, knowledge and skills; 
and for the children to study life in the past. We want children to enjoy and love learning about history by gaining this knowledge and skills, not just through experiences in the classroom, but also with the use of fieldwork and 
educational visits. 

 

Enhancements: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other: 

Transition to Grove Juniors: 
Regular subject leader liaison sessions to share good practice in both schools 
Ensuring that skills are built on not reteaching the same level of skill repeatedly. We are building on the skill as we progress through year groups. This will aid chn when starting Stone Age topic in Yr 3 autumn term. 
 

NB: 
Challenge/greater depth and support are elements of high-quality teaching and learning.  Further detail will be found within short term planning and will be evidenced within children’s learning. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aut’25 

Y1 trip to Mill End (a working Bread Mill) to enhance learning about what life was like at the time of the Great Fire of London and linked to D/T Bread Making  

Y1 – pupils design and mkde paper Tudor houses as part of their DT.  To understand how quickly the Great Fire of London spread and why, we then join the houses and set them alight in the playground   

Remembrance Day – Poppy Appeal and Assembly to help children reflect on peace 

 

Spr’26 

Y1 trip RAF Hendon – history of flight 

Visiting Nurses to Y2  

Y1 Local Walk – historic buildings 

 

Summ’26 

 

 



 
EYFS: The most relevant statements for history are taken from the following area of learning: 

Understanding the World 

Skills Progression and Coverage 

  Skills EYFS 

 
Topics 

 Nursery Reception 

Au 1 Au 2 Sp 1 Sp 2 Su 1 Su 2 Au 1 Au 2 Sp 1 Sp 2 Su 1 Su 2 

All about 
me 

Firework, 
Autumn, Colour 
monster, 
Christmas 

   Science week 
Pirates 
Healthy me 

Marvellous Me! Colour and 
Light 

Snow and 
Ice 

Snow and 
Ice cont… 
Spring 

Under the 
Ground 

Under the 
Ground 

Development Matters Birth to 5             

3 and 4 year olds: 
Begin to make sense of their own 
life-story and family’s history.  

Range 5: 
Remembers and talks 
about significant 
events in their own 
experience. 
Recognises and 
describes special 
times or events for 
family or friends. 

Shared 
family 
photo 

Days of 
the week 
song daily. 

          

  Nursery Knowledge 
Yesterday, day before, day after, names of the days of the week, month of 
birthday, next, end, beginning, when I was born, Grandparents, Parents, 
Mum, Dad, Brother, Sister.  When I was a baby…. Grown up.  I lived…..  I 
went to….. 

Reception Knowledge 
Then, before, now, next, soon, weekend, week, names of the months. first, one day, 
after that, finally, in the holidays, during half term. When I was 3…..  When I was a 
baby….  Grandparents, Parents, Aunt, Uncle, Brother, Sister.  Last year.  When I was 
in Nursery…When I was born…… 

Reception: 

Comment on images of familiar 
situations in the past. 

Compare and contrast characters 
from stories, including 
figures from the past. 

Range 6: 
Talks about past and 
present events in 
their own life and in 
the lives of family 
members. 

 Autumn           

  Nursery Knowledge 
Growing, bigger, taller, changing, dead, autumn, winter, spring, summer, 
leaves, blossom, buds, hot, cold, flowers. I remember….. Old, a long time 
ago. 

Reception Knowledge 
Diary, growth, how long, days, weeks, changes, decay, Seasons, weather, sunny, 
breeze, storm, hail, waterproof, snowdrops, crocus, eggs, chicks, hatch.  A long time 
ago. In the past…..  Characters… 

ELG: 
Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in 
society. 
Know some similarities and differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class. 
Understand the past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*KS1 Skills – From Chris Quigley  

Key Stage 1 Skills * 

  Year 1 Year 2 

  Au 1 Au 2 Sp 1 Sp 2 Su 1 Su 2 Au1 Au 2 Sp 1 Sp 2 Su 1 Su 2 

  Personal 
History: 

Toys 

 Flight 
 

 Local Area 
 
 

Seas and 
coasts 
Grace 

Darling 

Great fire 
of London 

 
Then Guy 
Fawkes 

 

Walter Tull  
 

Nurturing 
nurses 

 Famous 
Explorers 
Geography 
cross over 

 

 

Windrush 
Geography 
cross over 
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• Observe or handle evidence to 
ask questions and find answers 
to questions about the past 

           

• Ask questions such as: What 
happened? How long ago? 

 

           

• Ask questions such as: What 
was it like for people?  

           

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories to 
find out about the past 

           

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories 
and online sources and 
databases to find out about the 
past 

 

           

• Identify some of the different 
ways the past has been 
represented 
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• Describe historical events            

• Describe significant people from 
the past 

           

• Recognise there are reasons 
why people from the past acted 
as they did 
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• Recount changes that have 
occurred in their own lives 

           

• Place events and artefacts in 
order on a timeline 

           

• Label timelines with words            

• Label timelines with phrases and 
dates 
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• Use words and phrases such as 
a long time ago, recently, when 
parents/ carers were children to 
describe passing of time. 

           

• Use words and phrases such as 
years decades and centuries to 
describe passing of time. 

           

• Show an understanding of the 
concept of nation and a nation’s 
history 

           

• Show an understanding of 
concepts such as civilisation, 
monarchy, parliament, 
democracy and war and peace. 

           



Key Stage 1: Knowledge/Vocabulary 

 Topic Knowledge/Vocabulary 
 

Y
e

a
r 

1
 

Personal History – toys Personal history: modern, sequence, family history, past, family, brother, sister, step/mother, step/father, grandparents, great grandparents, today, yesterday, 
tomorrow, the present, the past, the future, lifetime, older generation, alive, death/died, race, colour, time, timeline, change. 
 

Flight 
Trip: RAF Hendon 

Timeline, date order, similar, different, because, important Invention of kite, China Montgolfier Brothers- hot air balloon France  The Wright Brothers – The 
First Flight. America Amy Johnson – 1st female flight. Travel, world Neil Armstrong – Moon Landing. Tim Peakes – International Space Station.  
Flight, gravity, explorers, significant, space, rocket, moon landing, primary and secondary evidence, research, drawings, photograph, camera, detective, 
opinion, artefacts, museum 
 
 

Local area 
Trip: explore local area 
 

Sir John Lawes, Katherine Warrington, local, significant, compare buildings, homes, shops, change, time 
 
 

Seas and coasts: 
Enhancement: History off the 
Page workshop 
 

Grace Darling, famous, female/girl, light house, shipwreck, heroine, rescue, survivors, artefact, danger, survive, memorial, evidence, letters, newspapers, 
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Great Fire of London 
Trip: Redbournbury Mill 

London, cart, horses, bakery, St Paul’s Cathedral, diary, Samuel Pepys, Thomas Farriner, King Charles 2nd, 1666, Pudding Lane, fire, spread, chimney 
sweep, blacksmith, apothecary, rat catcher, gong farmer, spinster, chandler, scullery maid, carpenter, firefighter 
 

Walter Tull  Armistice, front line, trenches, home front, protect, poppy, Battle of the Somme, 1st World War, 2nd World War, Leaders, government, rules, fight, conflict,  
war, peace, centenary, truce, animals, women, British, global, primary sources – photos, Walter Tull,  
 

Nurturing nurses 
Enhancement: parent speakers 

Mary Seacole, Florence Nightingale, Crimean War, soldiers, treatment, nursing, hospital, change, NHS, now, then, medicine. 
 
 

Famous Explorers  Chronology, rules, laws, monarchy, parliament, successions, travel, explore, change, Ibn Battuta, Neil Armstrong, Christopher Columbus, religions, time 
period, timeline, life, comparison, Sunita Williams, Ernest Shackleton, events, order, understand  
 

Comparing our homes  Coming to England, Floella Benjamin, Country, towns, Pointe-a-Pierr, Trinidad, wind rush, River Nile, Sahara Desert, largest continent, National symbols, Rainbow 

Nation, languages, culture, tradition, homes, food, community, religion, people, different, clothing, pattern, natural materials, conservation, animals, wildlife, change. 

 
 

  



 

KS1 NATIONAL CURRICULUM COVERAGE 

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been 
influenced by the wider world 

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and 
follies of mankind 

• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid 
questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, 
religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales 

 
Aims of the Key Stage 1 Curriculum: 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify 
similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources 
to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
 
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 
2 and 3. 

 

Content Year 1 
 

Year 2 

Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 Aut 1 Aut 2 Sp 1 Sp 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

                                                      Topic: Personal 
History- 

toys 

 Flight 
 

 Local 
Area 

 

Seas and 
coasts 

Great Fire of 
London  

Guy Fawkes 
 

 
Walter Tull  

 

Nurturing 
nurses 

 Famous 
Explorers 

 

Comparing 
our homes 

Changes within living memory.  
Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life 

            

Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of 
London, the first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries] 

            

The lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods [for example, Ibn 
Battut, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, 
William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel 
the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily 
Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale 
and Edith Cavell] 

            

Significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 


